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THE BRETTON WOODS CONFERENCE 

As first announced in the January 
"Bulletin" the thirty-first annual Confer- 
ence of the Association will he held at 
Bretton Woods, N. H. during the week 
June 28 to July 5, 1909. Headquarters 
will be at the Mt Washington hotel in the 
heart of the White Mountains. 

Hotel rates 

AT THE MOUNT WASHINGTON 

One In a room without bath $3.50 to 
$4.00 per day. 

(A limited number of small single 
rooms in towers and on ground floor at 
$3.50 per day) 

Two or more in a room without bath, 
each $3.00 per day. One person in a sin- 
gle room with bath, $6.00 per day. 

The rate for bath for two or more per- 
sons is $2.00 per day additional, whether 



it is attached to one room, two rooms or a 
suite. 

(Thus two rooms with bath between, 
occupied by four ladies or four gentle- 
men will cost each person $3.50 per day. 
One room with bath occupied by two will 
cost each person $4.00 per day) 

AT THE MOUNT PLEASANT 

Two in a room without bath, each $3.00 
per day. 

Three or four in large room without 
bath, each $2.50 per day. 

Same rate for bath as at The Mount 
Washington. 

Rooms may be reserved in advance at 
any time by addressing the Secretary, 
stating accommodations desired, price 
per day, time of arrival (as near as pos- 
sible), wishes or arrangements as to room- 
mate and the likelihood of joining the 
"mountain and shore" post-conference 
coaching party under the personal con- 
duct of Mr P. W. Faxon Chairman of the 
Travel Committee. Full details of post- 
conference itinerary, cost, etc. will be in 
the May "Bulletin." 

Program 

It is planned to have four general ses- 
sions, two, including the first or opening 
session, to be of a somewhat miscellaneous 
character. The central thought of the 
other two sessions is Coordination and Cor- 
relation of effort, between, 

(a) libraries. 

(b) libraries and schools. 

(a) One whole session. Will involve 
a discussion of such questions as (1) 
Storage Libraries in relation to "live" and 
"dead" books and to problems of book 
selection and elimination. (2) Libraries 
as reservoirs for large districts; County 
Libraries, etc.; Clearing Houses. 

(b) One whole session. Cooperation be- 
tween Libraries and Schools; a resume of 
the work which has been done, and discus- 
sions of the possibilities of its extension 
and improvement. 

At the remaining session it is proposed 



AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 



23 



to have among other things (1) a Book 
Symposium devoted to, 

(a) Technical Literature. 

(b) Recent Books for Boys. 

(2) Suggestive Problems of a public 
library of medium size. 

It is 'he desire of the Program Com- 
mittee to leave ample time for discussion 
at all sessions. Additional topics are still 
under consideration and the foregoing is 
subject to some modification. 

Interesting programs are being prepared 
by the several Sections and Affiliated so- 
cities. That of the College and reference 
section, under the Chairmanship of Mr W. 
W. Bishop will discuss the 3 topics (a) 
The relations between branch libraries and 
the central collection in reference work, 
(b) Reference problems arising from the 
size of great collections, (c) Municipal 
legislative reference libraries. The papers 
already promised for this Section ensure 
sessions of exceptional profit and distinc- 
tion. 

COMMITTEES 
Federal Relations 

The Committee has had a number of 
matters under its consideration during 
the period which has elapsed since its ap- 
pointment. 

1 An attempt was made to take away 
from public libraries the privilege of free 
importation of books, by imposing a duty 
upon them in the proposed new tariff bill. 
Your Committee protested against such 
duty, and was represented by Mr W. P. 
Cutter of Forbes library, Northampton, 
in opposition to such duty, in the hear- 
ings before the Congressional committee. 
The New York public library trustees 
shortly afterwards passed resolutions pro- 
testing against any such duty, and their 
action has been followed by a number of 
other libraries. It is recommended that 
library boards throughout the country 
pass such resolutions and transmit copies 
thereof to their Senators and Congress- 
men. At present it seems probable that 



no change in the tariff law will be made 
with reference to libraries. 

2 In regard to the question of perman- 
ence of designated depository libraries 
your Committee has nothing to report ex- 
cept its increased conviction of the need 
of some change in the statute so as to 
make the designation more permanent. 
Attention is called to the remarks on page 
19 of the St. Louis Mercantile library re- 
port for 1908 and to the paper read by the 
Superintendent of documents, before the 
Association of American agricultural col- 
leges and experiment stations, Nov. 18, 
1908, in which paper Mr Post said "No 
greater good could be wrought in library 
economy in the various States, than a 
movement looking to the proper location 
of these depositories, and the obtaining of 
legislation making them permanent in- 
stead of leaving them subject to the 
whims of members of Congress. If per- 
manently designated after careful selec- 
tion, valuable and useful collections could 
be built up, where now are scattered, un- 
classified, and unused sets." 

3 A copyright bill (H. R. 28192, Report 
2222) was reported from the Committee on 
Patents in the House of Representatives, 
by Mr Frank D. Currier on February 15. 
It passed the House of Representatives on 
March 3, was substituted in the Senate 
for the pending Senate bill and passed 
that body on the same day. It is conse- 
quently now a law. It is recommended 
that libraries procure copies of the report 
above referred to describing the bill. The 
only changes which seem to be of impor- 
tance with reference to libraries, are that 
there is a prohibition of the importation 
of piratical copies, which importation it is 
believed, has not occurred to any extent, 
and also that the number of copies im- 
ported in any one invoice is diminished 
from two to one. Taking everything into 
consideration, the passage of the bill was 
an event from which librarians have little 
to apprehend. The cooperation of the Li- 
brary copyright league with your Com- 
mittee aided much in preventing dangerous 
previsions from being incorporated in the 



